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Alien Invasive Species, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 200x150cm
We Don't Come In Peace, We Just Hate Photos, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 120x100cm
Eternal Return, 2022, Acrylic and spray paint on canvas, 120x100cm

Floaters 1a, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 40x50cm

A Dream About Sleep, 2022, Acrylic and spray paint on canvas, 200x150cm

Floaters 1b, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 50x40cm

The Observable and Unobservable Universe, 2022, Acrylic and spray paint on canvas,
80x60 cm

8 Space Vase, 2022, Acrylic and spray paint on canvas, 40x30cm
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9 Close Encounter, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 80x60cm
10 Zander Eats The Moon, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 120x100cm
11 Fishing For Compliments, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 120x100cm

12 Narcissus, 2020, Acrylic on canvas, 30x40cm

13 Fast Vase, 2022, Acrylic and spray paint on canvas, 80x60cm
14 Blud Moon, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 40x30cm
15 Distorted Sense Of Self, 2022, Acrylic on canvas, 120x100cm

KICHE is pleased to announce Callan Grecia's solo
show Absolute Lightspeed to be held from August 30 to
September 24, 2022. In this new body of works created
for the show, Callan Grecia projects himself and us on
alien figures. He explores the way and the speed in
which we see the world—as well as the presence and
absence of time and space surrounding it.

Today, images are consumed constantly and instantly
through omnipresent screens. As Paul Virillio
described, we've reached an ‘absolute speed’ in which
things are immediately accessible. Physical distance,
arrival and departure have become irrelevant, for
which, naturally, we hardly experience time anymore.
In those screens, we encounter images of historical
classics just before we scroll down to find a fancy
meal of a stranger living halfway across the globe.
Yet, somehow, they seem to resemble the works of the
artist.

The artist adopts references varying from Caravaggio
to Tal R and bricks as well as logos of popular brands.
For example, brick is a motif deeply embedded in
the history of South Africa which also used to be one
of the markers of one’s social status. In his works, it
often becomes the background or a frame for different
figures and scenes. As the artist puts, this is not merely
an exercise in fusing history with the contemporary
but an infusion of his own heritage, culture, and scope
of interest being raised in a “post-apartheid” South
Africa. Portals that sporadically appear throughout
the exhibition seem to be inviting us to look from a
distance the trippy world captured in the artist’s works.
“Flattening,” either ideological or perceptive, is
one of the essential features Callan Grecia uses to
describe the modern image economy. The hierarchy
of importance or categories of art, advertisement,
journalism and surveillance are flattened. Creating an
assemblage of iconography that spans broadly, his
work is also a flattening of such multifarious and with
an alien as the main character-slash-observer, added
are the dimensions of time, space and speed.

Callan Grecia

Callan Grecia was born in Durban, South Africa in 1991,
and currently lives and works in George, South Africa.
In 2017 he completed his Master of Fine Art degree in
painting at Rhodes University in Grahamstown, South
Africa. Grecia presented solo shows at SMAC (2022,
Stellenbosch); SMAC (2021, Cape Town); Rhodes
University Somerset Gallery (2017, Grahamstown), and
The Albany Natural Science Museum in Grahamstown
(2014, Grahamstown). He has also presented group
exhibitions at Paris Fashion Week Men FW19 (2019,
Paris); RK Contemporary (2019, Cape Town); KZNSA
Gallery (2019, Durban); and The Cosmopolitan (2019,
Johannesburg) among many.






